STERIS SPORDEX® VHP™ STAINLESS-STEEL COUPONS
—= UNINOCULATED COUPONS FOR VHP TESTING
TECHNICAL DATA
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Spordex VHP Stainless-Steel Coupons are nonsterile, passivated, type 304 stainless steel. The coupons are approximately
0.5" x 0.5" x 0.031" (12.7 mm x 12.7 mm x 0.8 mm) in size. They are packaged in quantities of 100 and are enclosed in a
resealable plastic bag.

APPLICATION

The Spordex VHP Stainless-Steel Coupons may be used to manufacture inoculated carriers or biological indicators to
validate, re-qualify, or monitor hydrogen peroxide vapor sterilization processes. Because of the small size of the coupons,
they can be put in a wide variety of locations within the isolator. The coupons also have a hole in the corner that allows
them to be suspended on a wire in the isolator. The coupons may be used with culture tubes with a diameter of 0.6"

(15 mm) or greater.

FEATURES BENEFITS

Flat, stainless-steel surface May be inoculated with bacterial spores to produce inoculated
carriers or biological indicators

Small in size May be used in a wide variety of locations

A hole in a corner of the coupon Allows the coupon to be suspended in isolator

TECHNICAL PROPERTIES
Approximate size: 0.5" x 0.5" x 0.031" (12.7 mm x 12.7 mm x 0.8 mm)

Quantity: 100 per pack

DIRECTIONS FOR USE

Place the new or previously used nonsterile stainless-steel carriers into an ultrasonic bath with detergent (e.g., CIP 100")
for at least 30 minutes. Mix the bath frequently to ensure all surfaces are being cleaned. NOTE: From this point forward,
handle the coupons with sterile forceps. Remove the coupons and rinse and agitate under running water for a minimum of
10 minutes. Rinse and agitate under distilled water for a minimum of 5 minutes. Allow the coupons to air dry. Sterilize the
coupons in a dry heat oven. Follow accepted dry heat sterilization time and temperature requirements. Cool the coupons to
room temperature. Inoculate the coupons using a spore suspension and allow the coupons to air dry under laminar flow
hood conditions. Follow the recommended procedures of the spore suspension manufacturer. The inoculated carriers may
then be placed in the areas of the hydrogen peroxide vapor isolator or enclosure considered to be the most difficult to
sterilize. Do not place the inoculated side of the coupon facedown or against any surfaces.

Following the cycle, test the inoculated carriers for sterility using the appropriate procedures specified in the United States
Pharmacopeia.

To reuse the coupons, process through a steam sterilization cycle and rinse with tap water. Then repeat the process in the
above paragraphs.

STORAGE CONDITIONS

Store in cool, dry conditions.

DISPOSAL

Before discarding, treat as appropriate for standard microbiological waste, nonpathogenic species, e.g., steam autoclave
at 121°C (250°F) for not less than 30 minutes, or use other suitable means.

450-100-5567 (10/01/00)



SERVICE

Sales

Service is one of the most important assurances for consistent quality performance of your operation. STERIS will tailor a
service program for your facility that will provide effective, trouble-free operations.

Technical

STERIS is pleased to provide a completely staffed and equipped technical service laboratory capable of performing
needed tests and providing both telephone and on-site assistance when needed. STERIS will provide you with more details
on how this service can benefit your particular situation.

ORDERING INFORMATION

Description Quantity Per Pack Reorder Number
Spordex VHP Stainless Steel Coupons 100 NA303
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